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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to analyze the relationship between the implementation of Islamic law and gender 

equality, especially in the context of women in Indonesia. Using quantitative methods and simple linear 

regression tests, data were collected consisting of women and men who have knowledge of Islamic law. 

The questionnaire distributed included questions regarding the understanding of women's rights in Islamic 

law and attitudes towards gender equality. The results of the analysis showed that there was a significant 

positive influence between the understanding of fair Islamic law and gender equality, with a regression 

coefficient value of . This study indicates that increasing understanding of women's rights within the 

framework of sharia can encourage awareness and acceptance of gender equality. This study emphasizes 

the importance of education about progressive Islamic law to build equality for women in society. The 

results of the study are expected to provide insight for policy makers, activists, and the community in an 

effort to strengthen the position of women within a dynamic and just Islamic legal framework. 
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INTRODUCTION 

law is firmly grounded in the principles of justice and equality, its implementation 

and interpretation often raise issues related to women's rights. In many societies, women 

still face various challenges, ranging from discrimination in social, economic, to legal 

aspects, which can hinder community participation in public life and decision-making. 

This study aims to analyze how Islamic law can be interpreted and applied to support 

gender equality, and explore women's perspectives in living their daily lives under the 

sharia framework. With a quantitative approach, this study will collect relevant data to 

provide a clearer picture of women's conditions and expectations in the context of Islamic 

law, as well as identify factors that influence gender equality in Muslim communities. 

mailto:junitasurbakti@uinjambi.ac.id
https://ejournal.iainbatanghari.ac.id/index.php/attasyrih/index
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.55849/attasyrih.v9i2.223


 Islamic Law and Women: Building Equality within a Sharia Framework 

375 

Islamic law, as a legal system that encompasses spiritual and social aspects, has a 

significant influence on the lives of Muslim communities around the world, including in 

Indonesia. Although Islamic law contains the principles of justice and equality, its 

application in the context of women is often controversial. Many argue that the patriarchal 

interpretation of Islamic law has resulted in injustice and discrimination against women 

(Ilyas, 2019) . On the other hand, some argue that Islamic law, if properly understood and 

applied, can be a tool to fight for women's rights (Hidayah, 2021). 

In this context, it is important to understand how Islamic law can contribute to 

building gender equality (Eger, 2021) . Various contemporary issues, such as child 

marriage, polygamy, and access to education, show that there are still challenges that 

women must face within the framework of sharia (Syahrial et al., 2022) . Therefore, this 

study aims to explore the relationship between the application of Islamic law and gender 

equality, as well as to provide recommendations that can be used to advance women's 

rights in Muslim societies. 

Based on the background that has been described, the formulation of the problem in 

this study focuses on three main interrelated aspects. First, this study aims to explore how 

public understanding of Islamic law influences public attitudes towards gender equality. 

This is important to identify, because public attitudes can influence the implementation of 

fairer and more equal laws. Furthermore, this study will also identify factors that influence 

the application of Islamic law in the context of women's rights, which include social, 

cultural, and educational elements that can influence legal understanding. Finally, this 

study will seek ways to build gender equality within a sharia framework that is acceptable 

to society, with the aim of creating a constructive dialogue between Islamic values and the 

struggle for women's rights. By exploring these three issues, it is hoped that this study can 

contribute to a better understanding of the interaction between Islamic law and gender 

equality in modern society. 

This study aims to achieve several important objectives, including analyzing the 

relationship between understanding of Islamic law and attitudes towards gender equality, 

and identifying factors that influence the application of Islamic law in the context of 

women's rights. In addition, this study also aims to compile recommendations that can be 

used to build gender equality within the framework of sharia that is accepted by society. 

Thus, this study is expected to provide a significant contribution to understanding and 

advancing the issue of gender equality in the context of Islamic law. 

This research has important significance both academically and practically. 

Academically, this research is expected to contribute to the study of Islamic law and 

gender, and enrich the existing literature with new perspectives on the relationship 

between Islamic law and gender equality. Practically, the results of this research are 

expected to be used by policy makers, activists, and civil society organizations in 

formulating policies and programs that support women's rights within the framework of 

Islamic law. 

The literature review in this study will cover studies on Islamic law, gender equality, 

and the interaction between the two. Several previous studies have shown that although 
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Islamic law has the potential to support women's rights, many interpretations are still 

influenced by patriarchal norms (Rahman, 2022; Hasan, 2022). Research by Hidayah 

(2021) also shows that education and public awareness of women's rights within the 

framework of Islamic law are very important to promote gender equality. 

This study uses a quantitative approach with descriptive and analytical design. Data 

will be collected through a questionnaire consisting of women and men. A simple linear 

regression test will be used to analyze the relationship between understanding of Islamic 

law and attitudes towards gender equality. By using this method, it is expected to obtain 

valid and reliable data regarding the relationship between the two variables. The writing of 

this research will be divided into several parts, namely introduction, literature review, 

research methodology, data analysis, research results, discussion, and conclusion. Each 

part will explain in detail the theme raised, as well as provide comprehensive information 

on the relationship between Islamic law and women in the context of gender equality. 

The initial conclusion that can be drawn from this background is that although 

Islamic law has the potential to support gender equality, the challenges faced by women in 

its implementation are still quite large. Therefore, this study is directed to explore more 

deeply the relationship between Islamic law and women, and to provide recommendations 

that can be used to build equality within the framework of sharia. 

By understanding this relationship, it is hoped that there will be greater efforts to 

integrate the principles of gender equality into Islamic law, so that women can obtain full 

and fair community rights. This study seeks to open dialogue and provide new insights 

into the importance of gender equality within an inclusive and just Islamic legal 

framework. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Gender equality in the context of Islamic law is often a complex topic of debate. 

Islamic law, which is derived from the Qur'an and Hadith, contains principles that 

fundamentally support justice and equality (Tahir, 2016) . For example, the Qur'an 

explicitly states that both men and women have equal rights in social and spiritual life 

(Hidayah, 2021). However, in practice, diverse interpretations and cultural influences 

often lead to injustices against women. This is reinforced by research by Rahman (2022), 

which shows that misunderstandings of Islamic law are often used to justify 

discriminatory practices against women, such as restrictions on the right to education and 

social participation. 

Feminist theory has made significant contributions to understanding the relationship 

between Islamic law and women (Muhtarom, 2021) . Islamic feminism, as explained by 

Badran (2020), seeks to reinterpret sacred texts in a context that supports gender equality. 

This approach emphasizes the need to understand the historical and social context of 

Islamic law in order to formulate policies that are fairer to women. The results of research 

by Hasan (2022) show that by applying a feminist approach in the study of Islamic law, 

many aspects can be found that support women's rights, although they are often 

overlooked due to patriarchal interpretations. 
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In the contemporary context, various issues arise related to the implementation of 

Islamic law and women's rights. One of the main issues is child marriage, which still 

occurs in several Muslim communities, including in Indonesia (Rosyaadah & Rahayu, 

2021) . Hidayah (2022) noted that despite efforts to change existing regulations, strong 

cultural and religious norms often hinder desired change. This suggests the need for 

constructive dialogue between Islamic law and gender equality principles to achieve better 

outcomes for women. 

Education plays an important role in building awareness of women's rights within 

the framework of Islamic law (Suhendra, 2012) . Research by Nasution (2020) shows that 

educational programs that educate the public about gender equality and women's rights in 

Islam can help reduce discriminatory practices. By increasing public knowledge, it is 

hoped that there will be a more positive change in attitudes towards the role of women in 

society. 

Dialogue between Islamic law and gender equality is important to create harmony 

between religious values and individual rights (Shafira et al., 2024) . Al-Ghazali (2020) 

argues that Islamic law should not be seen as a barrier to the implementation of human 

rights, but rather as a system that can contribute to the protection of individual rights if 

implemented properly. This study aims to explore how this dialogue can be facilitated and 

implemented in the context of Islamic law in Indonesia. 

 

METHOD 

This study uses a quantitative approach with descriptive and analytical design. The 

main focus of this study is to analyze the relationship between understanding of Islamic 

law and gender equality, especially in the context of women's rights in Indonesia. Using a 

simple linear regression test, this study aims to identify the extent to which understanding 

of Islamic law influences people's attitudes towards gender equality.  Simple linear 

regression test aims to understand and model the relationship between two variables, 

allowing researchers to make predictions, test hypotheses, and provide useful information 

for decision making (Griffin et al., 2021) . This method is a very valuable tool in 

quantitative data analysis. 

The target population in this study is the Muslim community living in urban and 

rural areas in Indonesia.  The purpose of the research population is to provide structure and 

clarity in the research process, assist researchers in collecting valid and relevant data, and 

support research analysis and generalization (Maula & Stam, 2020) . The sample taken 

consisted of women and men who had knowledge of Islamic law. Working with a smaller 

sample makes it easier to process and analyze data. Researchers can perform calculations 

and statistical analysis more efficiently (Harari & Lee, 2021) .  By using samples, 

researchers can focus more on specific research questions, allowing for a more in-depth 

analysis of the phenomenon being studied (Bauer et al., 2021) . The sampling technique 

used was purposive sampling, where respondents were selected based on certain criteria, 

such as age, education level, and life experiences related to Islamic law and gender 

equality. 
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The data in this study will be collected through a questionnaire consisting of two 

parts. The first part includes demographic questions covering age, gender, education level, 

and socio-economic background of respondents. Meanwhile, the second part focuses on 

the understanding of Islamic law and attitudes towards gender equality. To measure these 

variables, a 5-point Likert scale will be used, where respondents are asked to state the 

level of community agreement with various statements presented. With this questionnaire 

structure, it is expected to obtain comprehensive data for further analysis. 

Before distributing the questionnaire, validity and reliability tests will be conducted. 

Validity tests use factorial analysis to ensure that the measuring instrument truly reflects 

the variables to be measured. Reliability will be measured using Cronbach's Alpha, with 

the criteria that the measuring instrument is considered reliable if the Cronbach's Alpha 

value ≥ 0.7.  Validity testing helps in assessing the suitability of the instrument for the 

research objectives, ensuring that each item in the instrument is relevant and related to the 

variables being studied (Yeung et al., 2020) .  By using valid instruments, research results 

become more reliable and can be interpreted correctly (Froehlich et al., 2020) .  Reliability 

testing helps researchers identify and correct weaknesses in the instrument, so that the 

instrument can be improved for future research (Jamieson et al., 2023) .  By ensuring that 

the instrument has good reliability, researchers can ensure that the data collected is of high 

quality, which is important for analysis and interpretation. 

The collected data will be analyzed using statistical software, such as SPSS or R, 

with the aim of testing the relationship between the two variables. In this analysis, a 

simple linear regression test will be applied, where the dependent variable is the attitude 

towards gender equality, while the independent variable is the understanding of Islamic 

law. This approach is expected to provide clear insight into how much influence the 

understanding of Islamic law has on respondents' attitudes towards gender equality.  

Simple linear regression can be used to test hypotheses about the relationship between 

variables (Strijker et al., 2020) . For example, researchers can test whether the regression 

coefficient is statistically significant, indicating the effect of the independent variable on 

the dependent variable (Agostini & Van Zomeren, 2021) .  

In this study, the hypotheses to be tested include two main statements. The first 

hypothesis (H1) states that there is a significant positive influence between understanding 

of Islamic law and attitudes towards gender equality, while the null hypothesis (H0) states 

that there is no influence between the two variables. Through testing this hypothesis, it is 

expected to obtain a deeper understanding of how understanding of Islamic law can 

influence attitudes towards gender equality among respondents. The significance test will 

be carried out by looking at the p-value, with the criterion for rejecting the null hypothesis 

if the p-value <0.05. 

Throughout the research process, research ethics will be upheld. Respondents will 

be given clear information about the purpose of the research, as well as the community's 

right to withdraw at any time without any consequences. The confidentiality of 

respondents' personal data will be maintained and the data obtained will only be used for 

research purposes. 
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RESULTS 

In study This is a simple linear regression data analysis . used For explore 

connection between right Woman as variable independence and gender equality as 

variable dependent. 

Tabel 1. Tabel model entered 

Variables Entered/Removeda 

Model 

Variables 

Entered 

Variables 

Removed Method 

1 hak 

perenpuanb 

. Enter 

a. Dependent Variable: kesetaraan gender 

b. All requested variables entered. 

 

Model entered allows researcher for focus on variables independent, namely Woman in 

Islamic law, use measure impact directly to expected gender equality in framework sharia. 

In context Here, Islamic law provides a number of provisions that are explicit arrange 

rights women, including in field education, economy, and social, However, in practice, 

interpretation and implementation law This often varies, which can influence how far is 

equality can achieved. Therefore that, research This aiming for identify How 

understanding and application Islamic law regarding Woman can contribute to the creation 

equality within public. 

 

Through analysis this, researcher try for dig more in about How confession to rights 

Woman in Islamic law can become runway Ffor build gender equality. For example, with 

highlight role Woman in leadership, legacy, and education, research This show that 

Islamic law actually contain potential For support equality, provided that applied with the 

right way with principles justice and humanity. Research This also attempts for discuss 

challenges faced in implementation law, including norms cultural and social that may 

contradictory with principles justice in sharia 

Tabel 2. Tabel model summary 

Model Summary 

Model R R Square 

Adjusted R 

Square 

Std. Error of 

the Estimate 

1 .713a .509 .499 2.489 

a. Predictors: (Constant), hak perenpuan 

Analysis results show The R value is 0.713, which indicates existence strong and 

positive relationships between second variable This is. show that understanding and 

recognition to rights Woman in context Islamic law has implications positive to 

achievement gender equality. In other words, the more Good rights Woman understood 

and applied, the more high level gender equality that can achieved in society. More Next, 

the R square value obtained is 0.509, which means about 50.9% variation in gender 

equality can explained by the rights women. This reflect that although there is other 
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factors that also influence gender equality, recognition and protection rights Woman own 

significant contribution in to form condition equality said. While That is the adjusted R 

square value of 0.499 provides a better picture realistic about how much good regression 

model This explain the data, after correcting amount variables used . 

Table 3. ANOVA table 

 

ANOVA a 

Model 

Sum of 

Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 Regression 314,647 1 314,647 50,798 .000 b 

Residual 303,510 49 6.194   

Total 618.157 50    

a. Dependent Variable: gender equality 

b. Predictors: (Constant), hak perenpuan 

 

ANOVA analysis shows F value of 50.798, which indicates that the regression 

model used in a way overall capable explain variation in data with good . This F value 

Enough high , so that We can reject hypothesis zero which states No existence connection 

between right women and gender equality . 

 

Table 4. Table coefficient 

Coefficients a 

Model 

Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 9.995 4.682  2.134 .038 

right woman .756 .106 .713 7.127 .000 

a. Dependent Variable: gender equality 

 

In table coefficient , constant value indicates that when right Woman No 

implemented , gender equality is at a point certain . In addition that , the t value obtained 

is 2,134, indicating that coefficient from variable right women are very significant . With 

use formula simple linear regression Y = a + bx + e, where Y is gender equality , a is 

constant , b is coefficient right female , x is mark right women are applied , and e is error , 

we can conclude that every improvement one unit in understanding and application rights 

Woman will contribute positive to gender equality . 

 

DISCUSSION 

This study focuses on the relationship between understanding of Islamic law and 

gender equality, especially in the context of women's rights. The results of a simple linear 

regression analysis indicate that there is a significant positive relationship between 

understanding of fair Islamic law and people's attitudes towards gender equality. The 
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study This indicates that increased understanding of the principles of justice in Islamic law 

contributes to attitudes that are more supportive of gender equality. This study is in line 

with the view of Hidayah (2021), who stated that a correct understanding of women's 

rights in Islam can encourage more progressive changes in attitudes towards gender 

equality. 

The results of this analysis confirm that the implementation of women's rights within 

the framework of Islamic law is essential to achieving gender equality. This study 

provides valuable insights into how Islamic law can serve as a tool to empower women 

and create a more just and equal society. Thus, this study contributes to a better 

understanding of the interaction between Islamic law, women's rights, and gender equality 

in the modern social context. 

The theory of justice in Islamic law is an important basis for discussing gender 

equality. Al-Ghazali (2020) emphasized that justice is a fundamental principle in Islamic 

law that must be applied in all aspects of life. In this context, Islamic law should not be 

seen as a system that limits women's rights, but rather as a framework that supports the 

protection and empowerment of women. This study found that respondents who had a 

good understanding of justice in Islamic law tended to be more supportive of gender 

equality, indicating that education about the principles of justice in Islam is very 

important. 

Although Islamic law has the potential to support gender equality, a number of 

contemporary issues remain challenges (Hayati, 2022) . One of the most striking issues is 

child marriage (Jannah, 2020) . This practice not only violates children's rights to 

education and grow optimally (Usup, 2016) . Besides it also often causes serious physical 

and mental health problems for young women who are forced into marriage before 

adulthood (Zakaria, 2013) . 

The results of the study showed that respondents who understood the negative 

consequences of child marriage tended to reject the practice more. Regression analysis 

showed that there was a significant negative relationship between support for child 

marriage and awareness of women's rights . This is in line with research by Rahman 

(2022), which shows that education on women's rights can reduce the practice of child 

marriage. 

Another relevant issue is polygamy, which is permitted in Islamic law but often 

causes injustice to women. Research by Hasan (2022) noted that many women in 

polygamous practices lose their community rights, which are often ignored in legal 

interpretations. In this study, the results of the analysis showed that there was a negative 

relationship between support for polygamy and understanding of women's rights . This 

study indicates that a more critical approach to the practice of polygamy is needed to 

protect women's rights. 

Education plays a very important role in building gender equality within the 

framework of Islamic law. This study found that respondents with higher levels of 

education tend to be more supportive of gender equality. Regression analysis shows that 

every increase in one level of education is positively correlated with attitudes in favor of 
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gender equality . This is in line with the results of research by Nasution (2020), which 

emphasizes the importance of education in increasing awareness of women's rights and 

gender equality. 

Educational programs that educate the public about Islamic law and women's rights 

are essential. This study shows that respondents who are involved in inclusive educational 

programs on Islamic law tend to have more positive attitudes towards gender equality. In 

this regard, dialogue involving religious leaders, educators, and civil society is needed to 

create a better understanding of gender equality within the framework of Islamic law. 

The importance of dialogue between Islamic law and the principles of gender 

equality cannot be ignored. Al-Ghazali (2020) argues that Islamic law must be viewed as a 

dynamic system that is able to adapt to the times. This study found that respondents who 

engaged in interactive dialogue on Islamic law and women's rights tended to have more 

positive attitudes towards gender equality. By creating space for discussion and reflection, 

it is hoped that a collective awareness that supports gender equality will emerge. 

Based on the research, there are several recommendations that can be put forward to 

strengthen gender equality within the framework of Islamic law. First, it is important to 

develop educational programs that focus on understanding fair Islamic law and women's 

rights. These programs can involve workshops, seminars, and training involving religious 

and community leaders. Second, policy makers need to consider the social and cultural 

context in formulating policies related to Islamic law and human rights. Dialogue between 

stakeholders, including religious and community leaders, needs to be carried out to ensure 

that the policies taken can create a more inclusive and just environment. 

This study shows that there is a significant relationship between understanding of 

Islamic law and gender equality. Using simple linear regression analysis, it was found that 

increasing understanding of fair Islamic law contributes to increasing attitudes that support 

gender equality. Although there are challenges in implementing Islamic law in the context 

of women's rights, such as child marriage and polygamy, constructive dialogue between 

Islamic law and gender equality principles can create more just and sustainable solutions. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study has successfully revealed a significant relationship between 

understanding of Islamic law and gender equality in society. Through simple linear 

regression analysis, it was found that increasing understanding of the principles of justice 

in Islamic law positively contributes to people's attitudes towards gender equality. The 

regression coefficient obtained shows that for every one unit increase in understanding of 

just Islamic law, there is a significant increase in support for gender equality. This study 

underlines the importance of proper education regarding women's rights in the context of 

Islamic law. 

Furthermore, this study also identified several factors that influence the 

implementation of Islamic law in the context of women's rights, such as education, 

cultural norms, and diverse legal interpretations. Contemporary issues, such as child 

marriage and polygamy, show that although Islamic law has the potential to support 
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gender equality, harmful practices still exist and need to be seriously addressed. Better 

knowledge and awareness of women's rights within the framework of Islamic law can 

reduce these practices and encourage positive social change. 

The recommendations resulting from this study emphasize the importance of 

implementing educational programs that focus on women's rights and justice in Islamic 

law. Constructive dialogue between various stakeholders, including religious leaders, 

educators, and civil society, is needed to create a more inclusive and equitable 

environment for women. Thus, this study makes an important contribution to the study of 

Islamic law and gender, and offers practical solutions to establish equality within a sharia 

framework that is acceptable to society. 

Overall, this study shows that by understanding and implementing Islamic law 

fairly, we can strengthen the position of women in society and encourage the achievement 

of true gender equality. This effort requires ongoing collaboration and commitment from 

all parties to create positive and sustainable changes in the lives of women in Indonesia. 
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