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ABSTRACT 

The development of globalization has led to transparency in obtaining information. This development has 

had positive and negative impacts on the world of education. Especially the world of Islamic education in 

early childhood. This has a huge impact on a child's moral growth. The aim of this research is to find out 

how early childhood education is based on an Islamic perspective and to increase understanding of the 

cultivation of morals from an early age. The method the researcher used in this research was a qualitative 

method with a descriptive research model. The researcher collected data by conducting more in-depth 

interviews with parents and teachers via telephone and the WhatsApp application. The results of this 

research show that cultivating morals from an early age will be more efficient if taught to children 

through good moral development and accompanied by habituation and example from parents and 

teachers. It can be concluded that cultivating morals from an early age can shape a child's personality in a 

better direction so that it can protect the child from despicable actions. The limitation of this research is 

that the researcher only conducted research on the application of early childhood education according to 

an Islamic perspective and the cultivation of morals from an early age, therefore the researcher hopes that 

future researchers can conduct the same research related to morals but further developed at a further 

level. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is a process of transfiguring knowledge into a personality which is carried 

out through guidance and direction which aims to prepare an individual to achieve skills to 

face life.(Charband & Jafari Navimipour, 2018; Tejedor et al., 2020). Apart from that, it is 

also a process of effort to guide the strengths that exist within each individual so that they 

are able to grow and develop as someone who has a good personality who can achieve 

safety and happiness in his life.(Litzner Ordóñez & Rieß, 2019). Education has an 

important role in efforts to advance human resources towards a better direction in the 
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future(Mora et al., 2020). Every human being has the right to receive and hopes to always 

develop in education. Because with education each individual can develop themselves so 

that an efficient individual can be created who will later bring benefits in social life. 

 Education should be given to an individual from an early age, namelyrange 0-6 

years(Chriqui et al., 2018; Reynolds et al., 2018; Saxena et al., 2020). This period is the 

most fundamental period for a child's life, because what happens in the present will 

determine subsequent development(Choi et al., 2019; Tinanoff et al., 2019). This period is 

also known as the maternal period, because during this period all efforts for educational 

guidance and teaching as well as the care and maintenance of a child are carried out by a 

mother.(Ek et al., 2019). So that mothers have a very important and huge role in the 

smooth growth and development process of a child(Ekas et al., 2019; van Huizen & 

Plantenga, 2018; Williams et al., 2019). Therefore, as a parent, a wise mother will provide 

attention and care and always support anything related to the development that occurs in 

her children, from birth to adulthood.(Ulferts et al., 2019). Children are a part that cannot 

be separated from the family environment, because a child is a trust for his parents, so that 

all development and growth, even a child's education, is a responsibility that parents must 

be able to give to their children. 

One form of education that must be instilled from an early age is Islamic education. 

Because, Islamic education is an essential effort that must be carried out by every Muslim 

parent if they want the formation of a pious and pious child in a family.(Ardoin & Bowers, 

2020; van Huizen & Plantenga, 2018). Providing a solid foundation of faith and Islamic 

values in a child is one of the responsibilities of parents to their children(Chriqui et al., 

2018). Not only that, the values of faith and Islam that are embedded in a child must 

always be upgraded by making efforts to realize Islamic teachings and guidance in early 

childhood learning programs.(Blewitt et al., 2020). This can be started by giving children 

an example of how to behave or have good morals that must be practiced in everyday 

life.(Gerde et al., 2018). Only real experience is possible and capable of being digested by 

a child, because at this age children are more likely to imitate what they see. 

Moral education is indeed the first education that a child must learn from an Islamic 

perspective(Bates, 2019; Peterson, 2020). Because morals occupy a very vital position in 

Islam. So that every part of Islamic teachings is always oriented towards the formation and 

development of noble morals, which are often known as akhlaqul karimah. Moral 

education is one of the main things that must be present in a child. Because if a child has 

good morals, then with those morals he will be protected from everything that is 

prohibited in religious law.(Bierman et al., 2018; Yanagi et al., 2018). This can start from 

the family environment. Education from the family (parents) is what can instill a solid 

foundation to fortify a child so that they do not make mistakes in relationships in the 

future. Whether a child's behavior is good or bad depends on the role of the parents(Benfer 

et al., 2018; Hamulka et al., 2018). Because parents are obliged to instill good personality 

and morals in their children, which will later play a very important role in the child's 

development process in forming a better person.(García et al., 2019). If a child is cared for 



 Early Children's Education According to the Islamic Perspective and the Implementation of Morals… 

331 

and raised with good moral education from a family environment, then he will grow up to 

be a person with noble morals in the future. And vice versa. 

Early childhood education according to an Islamic perspective can start with 

instilling morals in children. Because at this stage the ability to absorb stimuli is faster so 

that education instilled in early childhood has a higher level of success in the development 

of the child's life at the next stage.(Escolar-Chua, 2018; Hunkin, 2018; Kahn & Zeidler, 

2019). The growth and development of a child will also be relevant to the habits applied 

by an educator to him. Because at this time children are more likely to learn by using their 

five senses. So they will do what they see and hear from the surrounding 

environment(Jeon et al., 2018; Tan et al., 2018). Therefore, educators should be able to 

use more appropriate methods in developing moral education in early childhood(Darnell et 

al., 2019; Manning et al., 2019). And educators must also be more observant or thorough 

in choosing learning schemes and developing morals in students. So that children can 

more easily understand what educators convey about cultivating morals. 

The application of education to early childhood is actually very easy, because 

relatively children at this age tend to be more sensitive to stimuli obtained from the 

environment around them.(Bers, 2018; Storli & Hansen Sandseter, 2019). So this makes it 

easier for an educator to provide teaching and how to realize it in real life. Moral 

education can be implemented using several methods which will not make things difficult 

for educators and will certainly make it easier for children to understand what is being 

conveyed. The methods used are the example method, habituation method, advice method 

and storytelling(Kikas et al., 2018; Lin & Magnuson, 2018). Exemplary is one of the most 

effective methods carried out by an educatorprovide a good example to students, both in 

words and deeds(Jenkins et al., 2018; Murray et al., 2019). And this method really has a 

big influence on the process of cultivating a child's morals and morals. 

The habituation method is also an alternative that can be utilized by an educator in 

the process of instilling morals in students. Because the habits that are implemented will 

make it easier for a child to understand how to have good morals(MacDonald et al., 2020; 

McMullen et al., 2020; Özler et al., 2018). An example of a habit might be saying 

basmallah every time you do an action. Furthermore, the method of advice and 

storytelling, this method is also very helpful for educators, because this method can 

motivate students by telling stories of the noble morals of the Prophets which will later 

inspire students to do so.(Blair et al., 2018; Bustamante et al., 2018; Fleer, 2021). And 

with the advice method, educators can apply and explain what rewards and punishments 

they will get if they do something that violates the rules. So that later children will act 

according to the applicable regulations. 

Based on the results of relevant research related to a review conducted by Siti 

Halimah in January 2019 in her research report entitled Teachers' Efforts in Forming 

Children's Morals in Raudlotul Athfal Baipas Roudlotul Jannah, Malang City. In the 

educational process of this institution, teachers have the overall goal of teaching the 

formation of students' basic morals so that they will become perfect human beings in the 

future. Efforts to form morals are carried out through moral formation programs. The 
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curriculum is designed for children's education from entering school to leaving school. 

The realization of this goal cannot be separated from the teacher's efforts to implement a 

moral education plan. The application of discipline means that discipline must be carried 

out correctly and regularly. School programs that are integrated with the curriculum are: 

instilling the morning aqidah, getting used to the Dhuha prayer, reading daily prayers, 

exemplary learning of the Koran. 

The results of the next relevant research conducted by Nurhikma in 2020 were 

entitled Story-Based Moral Education for Early Age Children. Moral education in this 

case uses appropriate methods to try to instill morals in young children. Children whose 

character is often at a good stage of development can awaken their heart and emotional 

sensitivity by listening to stories, imitating good characters that are beneficial for the 

benefit and hating unjust people. Therefore, telling stories to children can provide 

stimulation so that it automatically encourages students to do good deeds, form noble 

morals, and increase spirituality. This is contained in research conducted by Amin 

Zamroni in 2017 entitled Strategy for Moral Education in Children. Moral indoctrination 

in childhood is very important to prepare children for future life. Moral education must 

take place from an early age, before personality and character are influenced by 

circumstances that are different from religious education. Therefore, children's education 

requires special attention from parents and school teachers. 

This is what makes researchers interested in understanding further, so the 

researchers raised a research title about this. Researchers want to understand more about 

this problem, and according to researchers education has a big influence on the direction 

of a child's life path in the future. Because early childhood can become superior seeds for 

the generation that will later become leaders of the nation. Therefore, education and 

instilling good morals must be provided from an early age. So that in the future we will be 

able to lead a nation with a noble moral system so that a country that is baldatun 

thayyibatun wa rabbun ghafur is created. Morals are an essential thing that must exist in a 

human being. It is useless for a human being to have a high education if he does not have 

good morals, because noble morals are the main key in achieving glory both in this world 

and in the hereafter. Good morals and manners are an illustration that someone is 

successful in their education, because they are able to realize it in social life. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 This type of research is descriptive qualitative research where data is collected in 

the form of words and images, not in the form of numbers. Qualitative research is a 

research method that produces descriptive data in written or verbal form from people and 

observed behavior(Doyle et al., 2020). Meanwhile, descriptive research is a type of 

research that aims to describe existing phenomena, including natural phenomena and 

human engineering(Marušić et al., 2011; Mullet, 2018). So it can be understood that 

descriptive qualitative research is describing the data collected and explaining in detail and 

specifically describing the data based on the activities carried out. The aim of descriptive 
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research is to systematically, objectively and accurately describe the facts and 

characteristics of a population or region. This research is used to find out how. 

 This research aims to obtain a clearer and more comprehensive picture and data, as 

well as making it possible and easier for researchers to carry out observational 

studies(Bingham et al., 2018). So the author determined the research location in this case, 

the research location is located in Jorong Kampuang Juar, Nagari Tanjung, Koto Tujuh 

sub-district, Sijunjung district. This research was carried out indirectly (online) via the 

WhatsApp application, and was carried out in October 2022. Meanwhile, the data source 

in a study is the subject from which the data can be obtained. When interviews are used to 

collect data, the data source is called the informant, the person who answers the questions 

either in writing or orally. When using observation, the data source is an object, 

movement, or process. Documentation or annotation is the data source. In this research, 

primary data sources were obtained in oral form through interviews with Mrs. Ridha via 

telephone and the identified WhatsApp application, covering various matters related to the 

implementation of Islamic learning at Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung. 

 This research focuses on the implementation of religious learningIslam for early 

childhood and the cultivation of morals from an early age at Raudhatul Athfal Harapan 

Ibu, including the material taught, the methods used in learning Islam, and the moral 

cultivation techniques applied. In collecting information, the author goes directly to the 

research object. To obtain accurate information, researchers used the interview method. 

The interview method is a conversation with two parties for different purposes, namely the 

interviewer who asks questions and the interviewee who answers questions(Muhonen et 

al., 2018). In carrying out interview techniques, the interviewer must be able to develop a 

good rapport so that the informant is willing to cooperate, speak freely and provide honest 

information. The interview technique used by researchers is verbal, which asks a series of 

questions, which are conveyed to the informant. This is to ensure that the discussion in the 

interview is more focused and goal-directed so as not to make the discussion too broad. 

Furthermore, it functions as a generic measure that can be developed by researchers 

through questions asked in interview activities. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 Basically, the personality/behavior of Raudatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari 

Tanjung's children varies greatly depending on the nature of the family environment. By 

implication, children need education so that their nature cannot develop freely. Because a 

child's nature has two opposite directions, namely for good and evil, nature must be taught 

and directed to suit the role that children were created to play on this earth so that they can 

survive within the scope of goodness. The development of children's potential is carried 

out through the educational process. The national education system, known as the family, 

education and community environment, is a potential means of development. The 

environment is how students develop their potential in the educational process. The 

approaches used to instill moral values in children include formal institutions such as the 
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family and school environment, as well as informal institutions and the community 

environment. 

The methods used to instill moral education by educational institutions in 

Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung include several learning models. Among 

them are learning models using exemplary methods, habituation, advice and providing 

motivation by telling stories. This method is applied with various learning patterns so that 

children do not feel bored in the learning process. So that the learning given to children 

can be well embedded in them. As an educational institution based on the teachings and 

guidance of the Islamic religion or better known as an Islamic institution, Raudhatul 

Athfal Harapan Mrs. Nagari Tanjung in the learning process adheres to or is based on two 

guidelines for life in Islam, namely the Al-Qur'an and the Hadith of the Prophet. However, 

apart from being based on these two guidelines, this institution also remains guided by the 

foundations of the Indonesian state, namely Pancasila and the constitutional basis of the 

1945 Constitution. And in using the learning curriculum, this institution uses a curriculum 

created by the Ministry of Religion. However, the curriculum from the Education 

Department is still applied. So that there is a balance in the application of learning at 

Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung. The teaching and learning process at this 

institution prioritizes religious learning, but general knowledge is still developed and 

prioritizes skills to advance religious communities. 

 Asas explained above, the aim of the research conducted by the researcher was to 

find out how early childhood education is based on an Islamic perspective and the 

cultivation of morals from an early age in Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung. 

Later, researchers will also explain what factors hinder the growth and development of 

education, as well as supporting factors or factors that support the success of the learning 

process and moral education at Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung. According 

to the data that researchers received from Mrs. Ridha, the educational methods and moral 

cultivation implemented by the Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung educational 

institution use several types of approach methods. These include methods of example, 

habituation, advice and providing motivation by telling stories. All of these methods are 

used plurally and alternately according to what educators need in delivering teaching to 

their students. 

It can be seen from an exemplary perspective, a teacher must be able to be a 

motivator for his students in any matter, especially in matters of worship, behavior and 

manners. The teacher is a guide and the main actor who must model good worship to his 

students. Because as an educator, your job is not only to educate and provide instruction to 

your students, but the job of an educator is more than that. Because an educator is required 

to be able to be a facilitator, motivator and evaluator in the learning process. With this 

exemplary approach, it is hoped that exemplary education can take root in the souls of 

students. Because role models play a very important role in educational success. 

Psychologically, students imitate the behavior of other people, including the behavior of 

their educators. Exemplary behavior is about behavior, and good behavior is a measure of 

educational success. Moral education must be carried out from an early age, because 
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morals are a very important foundation in life. Moral education must be adopted and made 

into a habit to prepare children from beginners to bukallaf to navigate the seas of life. 

This habituation approach or method has actually shaped the child's personality 

and represents the right approach. Habits that are formed from childhood or toddlerhood 

will make these hobbies and habits become like customs. Thus it becomes an inseparable 

part of his personality. The institution's approach is in line with Al Ghozali's approach to 

ethical development, that children are the responsibility of their parents. Her pure heart 

was a precious pearl and was empty without any words or images. The heart is ready to 

write anything and is inclined to do whatever it wants. So if students are accustomed to 

kindness, then they will grow in this kindness. And you will be able to find happiness in 

this world and the afterlife. So parents will also get rewards along with the things they 

instill in their children. 

Based on the results of research in the field, the moral education methods adopted 

by this institution are very effective and varied. Moral education in early childhood is very 

good according to researchers, because it is very important to apply examples, habits, 

advice and stories to early childhood. Apart from that, at this time children easily imitate 

what the teacher who teaches them says, and they are even more interested in doing what 

they see and get from the surrounding environment. The learning methods used by 

students are very varied, so they never get bored of learning. Based on the explanation 

above, researchers can conclude that the approach of the moral education institution at 

Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung is to use the method of role modeling, 

lifestyle (habituation), advice and stories. The method used is very suitable for use in the 

moral education process. 

According to the results of this research, moral education at early childhood 

education institutions in Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung has generally gone 

very well. Because with this educational method, children have been able to apply it in 

their daily lives, although there is a small portion of students who are less able to apply it. 

But because of the hard determination and passionate enthusiasm of educators who will 

always try and always do their best. This is done by mobilizing all energy and thought in 

guiding students. So that at the next stage it can be more optimal and can be better than 

before. So if the enthusiasm of this institution's educators continues to be improved, we 

can see a picture in the future that this educational institution will be more advanced and 

more efficient in the learning process and instilling morals in a child's soul. 

The effectiveness of instilling morals at early childhood education institutions in 

Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung can be seen from changes in children's 

attitudes, behavior towards parents and teachers, eating etiquette, and etiquette for entering 

the bathroom. The habits instilled by teachers are largely rooted in their personality. 

Gradually, a behavior or attitude will become a habit. Meanwhile, what is meant by habit 

is someone who applies behaviors that have never been done or are rarely done into 

behaviors that are often done so that in the end they become habits. Habituation also has a 

very influential role in forming morals in children. Based on the explanation above, 

researchers can conclude that the results of moral education at this institution are going 
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well. This is evident from changes in children's behavior, although there are still one or 

two students who are not good. 

The first factor that hinders moral education is the environment, be it the 

community environment or the family environment. Lack of synchronization between 

school and parents. As in school there are always good things being taught, but because 

some parents are very busy. So they don't have time to control their children's activities. 

However, there are also parents who are careful in controlling their children's behavior at 

home. The role of parents is very important because children spend more time at home 

than at school. When children are at home, they look to their parents as role models. If 

parents teach their children to follow rules, they will eventually grow up to be obedient 

children. Education related to rules or norms that children must obey must be provided 

from now on. Children begin to learn rules, standards, consequences of non-compliance, 

etc. So that later when they grow up, they learn to respect and obey existing rules or 

regulations. Supporting factors include having a module, having a communication book or 

what is known as a liaison book. This institution also uses technology to make it easier for 

teachers to convey important information to all parents, namely by creating a WhatsApp 

group. This creates a good relationship between parents and teachers. 

Based on the description above, researchers can conclude that the development of 

a globalized world and the emergence of Western secular models shows that there is not a 

strong relationship between knowledge and religion. On the other hand, the socialization 

model reinforces this answer, showing that religion does not play a strong role in guiding 

and leading the direction of a nation. In this era, the point of cultural development seems 

to be that there are no religious standards in life. The decline in morals itself is caused by 

the nation's excessive orientation towards material existence. In this era of globalization, 

the emergence of sophisticated tools has had a major impact on the moral transformation 

of the young Muslim generation. At this point, their behavior is more focused on their 

phone than on the situation around them and their obligations. The decline of 

contemporary morality is not only due to globalization. But also because of the lack of 

education that values moral and ethical education, therefore let's help with education and 

instilling morals from an early age, because if a child already has a good moral 

foundation. So it will not be easily shaken by technological advances and the 

sophistication of the times. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The moral education method applied at this institution is through example, 

habituation, advice and stories. Applying this method implies a different learning style, 

which does not make children bored in the learning process. So that the education given to 

children enters them well. And when using the curriculum, this institution uses the 

curriculum developed by the Ministry of Religion, but the curriculum from the Ministry of 

Education is still applied. So that there is balance in the implementation of teaching at 

Raudatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung. The results of moral education at Raudatul 

Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari Tanjung are generally good, although there are still a small 
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number of students who lack morals. But this institution adopts a moral education method 

through advice and stories. The performance of the Raudatul Athfal Harapan Ibu Nagari 

Tanjung educational institution is generally good, but there are still some students who 

have moral defects. The teachers will continue to do their best to guide and educate the 

students. Parents and guardians of students also appreciate the good moral education at 

this institution. 

 In the moral education process there are several inhibiting and supporting factors, 

of which the first inhibiting factor is the environment, both the community environment 

and the family environment. Lack of synchronization between school and parents. For 

example, at school they always study well, but because some parents are busy, they don't 

have time to control their children's activities. However, there are also some parents who 

try to control their children's behavior at home. For supporting factors such as modules, 

connecting books that explain or report how their children are treated while at school. 

Communication between parents and teachers regarding child development as well as 

training in parental wisdom towards students. This institution also uses technology to 

facilitate communication, such as using the WhatsApp application to convey information 

through class groups. Information to all guardians and parents Good communication with 

teachers about student problems. 

 

SUGGESTION 

 It is hoped that Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Mrs. Nagari Tanjung, apart from 

preparing a moral formation program, will also socialize it to the school community so 

that they understand better so that it can be implemented as well as possible. It is hoped 

that the teacher Raudhatul Athfal Harapan Mrs. Nagari Tanjung can carry out the moral 

formation program well and increase her understanding of moral formation so that a 

generation with good moral character will be created. It is hoped that students/learners can 

develop morals as expected by teachers and parents. Provide very broad insight to all 

parents of children so that parents can understand and apply children's morals in everyday 

life. For example, schools hold parenting activities for parents. To realize moral education 

in early childhood, there must be synchronization between teachings in the family 

environment and the school environment. Parents must also be able to support their 

children's moral education process. Even parents must be able to balance what their 

children learn at school with what they are taught at home. For this reason, there is a need 

for professional parents who know how to choose appropriate and effective methods 

according to the child's level of development. 
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